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Midland Free Wedding Application

Here at Midland Free we are committed to creating a 
Christ-centered foundation for marriages that last a lifetime.

	Couple Background Information

	Bride:  
	     

	Name
	     

	Address:
	     
	Zip:
	     

	Home phone:
	     
	Work phone:
	     
	DOB:
	     

	Occupation:
	     
	Email address:
	     

	How long attending Midland Free?
	     
	Are you a member?
	     

	Have you been married before:
	     
	Does your family approve of the marriage?
	     

	Groom:  
	

	Name
	     

	Address:
	     
	Zip:
	     

	Home phone:
	     
	Work phone:
	     
	DOB:
	     

	Occupation:
	     
	Email address:
	     

	How long attending Midland Free?
	     
	Are you a member?
	     

	Have you been married before:
	     
	Does your family approve of the marriage?
	     

	Couple:  
	
	
	

	How long have you been engaged?
	     
	Known each other?
	     

	Will you be attending Midland Free? 
	     

	Are you currently living together?
	     
	Are you sexually active?
	     


	DIVORCE and REMARRIAGE
Please note: Midland Free believes that there are only two situations where the Bible allows for remarriage after a divorce:

1) If adultery (sexual sin) has occurred within a relationship by the other party (cf Matthew 5:31-32).

2) If a non-Christian abandons a Christian (1 Corinthians 7:15).
Beyond these two circumstances, Midland Free pastors will not participate in remarriage weddings after a divorce due to the sanctity of the marriage covenant.  



	Proposed dates & times:
(list 3 options)
	     
	Proposed location:
	     

	Rehearsal date & time:
	     
	Officiating Pastor:
	     

	Pastor Approval :
	
	Date:
	

	Senior Pastor Approval :
	
	Date:
	


	Have you attended any premarital seminars, premarital counseling or read any books on marriage?  Please specify:

	     


	Have you both read the Wedding Procedures and Policies and are you in agreement with it?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	Any questions on the Wedding Procedures and Policies?
	     

	List two couples you know quite well at Midland Free.
	

	If married before, please respond (note, which is bride or groom)

	A.
When were you divorced/widowed?
	     

	B.
What were the circumstances for your divorce?
	     

	C.
Do you have children?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	If so, explain their attitude about your remarriage.
	     

	Is your former spouse remarried?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	What have you done to attempt reconciliation?
	     


	Have you had divorce recovery counseling?
	     



	Bride’s Individual Background (use extra paper if necessary)

	1. Spiritual Experience

Describe your relationship to Jesus Christ? (Avoid using the word “feel”)
	     


	2. In 30 words or less, explain the Gospel as if sharing it with a non-christian.
	     


	3. Church Background
What church were you raised in? Why are you at Midland Free?
	     


	4. Family Background

Briefly describe your family: parents, siblings, grew up where?
	     



	Groom’s Individual Background (use extra paper if necessary)

	1. Spiritual Interests:

Describe your relationship to Jesus Christ. (Avoid using the word “feel”)
	     


	2. In 30 words or less, explain the Gospel as if sharing it with a non-christian.
	     


	3. Church Background
What church were you raised in? Why are you at Midland Free?
	     


	4. Family Background

Briefly describe your family: parents, siblings, grew up where?
	     



This application must be completed and returned to the office before an initial interview with a pastor can be scheduled.
PREPARING FOR MARRIAGE COUNSELING COVENANT

Midland Evangelical Free Church’s goal in pre-marital counseling is to produce spiritually maturing marriages. The purpose of our premarital counseling is to teach and model for each couple God’s plan for marriage. We desire to study God’s design for marriage in Scripture. We want to help each couple know one another as thoroughly as possible prior to marriage. We want to help each couple affirm that marriage is God’s desire for them. Entering pre-marital counseling does not guarantee the wedding.

PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATIONS

The Preparing for Marriage ministry of Midland Evangelical Free Church is an important and exciting ministry. Through this ministry God has guided couples into His will for their lives and has deepened their walk with Him. It is our desire that each couple realize God’s will for their lives through this ministry. In order to begin a healthy relationship, there are several matters that will directly contribute to the well-being of couples seeking counseling.

1. Pre-marital counseling through Midland Evangelical Free Church is a requirement to be married by any pastor of the church. If a date is set before the couple begins pre-marital counseling, the couple must be willing to postpone the date if a significant issue surfaces in the course of counseling. If this pre-marital counseling is not done through Midland Evangelical Free Church (out of town), the counseling must be approved in advance by the officiating pastor. We will inquire about the testing, topics, and books covered in the off-site counseling.

2. Pre-marital counseling must be established on a proper relational foundation. Therefore, the couple must not be living together and must not be involved in pre-marital sex. Any couple who are sexually active must take a vow of purity before any wedding plans can be approved. If a couple breaks their vow of purity – it is the officiating pastor’s discretion terminate the wedding plans.     
3. Pre-marital counseling and the services of a pastor from Midland Evangelical Free Church are available only to those who are being married for the first time, or who were divorced on biblical grounds. Midland Evangelical Free Church sees scripture allowing divorce on the grounds of adultery (Matthew 5:32) or abandonment by an unbelieving spouse (1 Corinthians 7:15). If questions still exist, the couple should discuss their specific circumstances with the pastor who will be performing their ceremony.

4. Pre-marital counseling may surface concerns about the relationship. The pre-marital counselor/mentor couple/pastor may suggest that the couple postpone or cancel a specific date. If a couple is determined to be married on a certain date regardless of the outcome of counseling, they may need to solicit another pastor and location as a backup.

5. The signers do hereby give permission for the dissemination of pertinent information and concerns among officiating pastor, mentoring couples, and pre-marital class leaders.

Signed _______________________________________  Date _________

Signed _______________________________________  Date _________

Retain a copy for your files  Return this copy to the church
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